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DENNISON ACCEPTS JOB AS UM'S PRESIDENT 
MISSOULA —
George Dennison, provost and vice president for academic affairs 
at Western Michigan University, has accepted the job of president of 
the University of Montana, search committee chairman and UM law school 
Dean Martin Burke announced today.
"One who goes into academic administration typically thinks in 
terms of accepting a presidency at some point," said Dennison, a 
Kalispell native and UM alumnus. "To have that come along with the 
opportunity to return to Montana is almost storybook in nature."
One of two finalists in a national search, Dennison was offered 
the job by the state Board of Regents last Friday. His salary will be 
$89,000 a year. The other finalist, Dale Nitzschke, president of West 
Virginia's Marshall University, withdrew his application the day 
before.
Dennison, who will start work Aug. 15, replaces current UM 
President James Koch. At UM since 1986, Koch will leave his post July 
1 to become president of Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va.
Securing sufficient funding for UM so it can continue to grow will 
be Dennison's top priority, he said.
"Without an adequate resource base, we cannot hope to maintain the 
quality of the programs and to respond to the needs of the people of 
Montana as we should," he said.
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A history professor, Dennison earned two degrees in the field at 
UM: a master's in 1963 and bachelor's with highest honors in 1962. In
1967, he completed a doctorate in history at the University of 
Washington. He specializes in American constitutional and legal 
history.
He's held his present job since 1987. Before joining Western 
Michigan's administration, he held a number of jobs at Colorado State 
University between 1969 and 1987. They include admissions and records 
director; associate academic vice president; the graduate school's 
associate dean for international development studies; associate dean of 
the college of arts, humanities and social sciences; and history 
professor.
Dennison, who's also taught history at the universities of 
Arkansas and Washington, was a consultant to the Justice Department's 
Land and Natural Resources Division from 1975 to 1984. Two consulting 
projects involved the Mescalero Apache Reservation in New Mexico.
Among his many publications are the book "The Dorr War: 
Republicanism on Trial, 1831-1861" and articles on topics such as 
martial law, affirmative action and the party system.
In addition, Dennison is a member of the American Historical 
Association, American Society for Legal History and American 
Association for Higher Education.
Dennison and his wife, Jane, also of Kalispell, have two children.
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